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Epiphany of scratched faces
By Javed alil

Time, conceived as a force, is capable of acting as a
shadow of experience and existence, of people and
cbjects The marks on a land slowly change its path and
structure, moving to decadence and yet, reconstruct itself
Imio a new formation of changed passibilities, to survive in
the present milieu During each episode or the passage of
eras, human faces somehow become an expression of
ther beliel and their expressions The geographical marks
of actions create the aura of faces and leave behind marks
and scratches of their tme spent The surface of the face,
the lines and inscription, are almost like geo-emotions of
landscapes and sensations of time

Fablo Picasso was once asked about drawing faces and the
beauty contained in i, and he answered that he found it
more enficing to render the lines of the face of an old
wornan, with its depth in beauty through the experience
of having felt living time. because it is a more beautiful
expression than that of a young wornan, whose face is not
yet ripe with sensation, Even in the dark pantings of
Francisco de Goya, the faces were tormented Goya was
asked to paint the beautiful, but he said what he drew was
beauty, because that is what he saw all around him The
percepiion of beauty [or an artist cannot be set apart
from what affects him. a story a happening, a scenano,
from which he finds his persenal ways of looking at things
It carnes the depicted reality and imagination, fused
together, to create the truth of the time

Artist Salahuddin has been exploring his visions through
the Birdseye wiew, of urban life and the circuits of human
vibration and pulsation He has been working on the geo-
patterns  of lving ciies and  transformed  urban

distinciveness, and made them intricate them through
aerial landscape perceptions, But in the present exhibstion,
Salahuddin has come down from the view from abave, to
close-up characters of the city, where he chose the human
beings as his subject - the creators of these urban lives,
their climaxes, and he has ornamentad these landscapas
with joy, terror and {limsiness, and also their ways of life
and effects

To express the present iime, especially the physical
placement of aur part of the world, Salzhuddin choose
faces as a symbol of our times, 1t seems the artist has
travelled from space to focus on breathing. Salahuddin's
journey of expressions, patterns, dissection of space,
blending of elements into the compositional planes, were
previously dene from an abstract expressionist point of
view, by using lines, shapes and textures as a means of
expression in itself. He now expresses expressianist
concerns through the use of symbols from reality to
represent his inner glorifications of existence

The way of life of the overpopulated streets, the chaos
and rush of traffic, the sound pollution, loss of power
supply and the muggers - all these restless situations
create a strong impact on his inner plane angd consumes
the artist, leading him to a captive state of existence
Salahuddin wants freedom from all these extarior conilicts
and as a means to that, he has created tortured faces that
penetrate the painterly surace, crying out for salvation -
faces with the innocence of childhood, characters from hip
hop, and old workers consumed by the burning sun

Salahuddin’s faces suggest a strong sense of inwardness,
which 15 elevated into a demographic constellation of the
present time, like marks of living tales Faces as signs of
wvarious emotions, the spirit and matter of relationships, the
alttude of agony, the antithesis of the polarties of gocd
and evil, destiny - these subjective associations of thought
are awakened by the way Salahuddin has used signs as
faces of his means of expression and revealed the secrets
of his hidden tide The expressions of eyes in his paintings
are far-reaching sights of certain desires and searches - it
feels ke his characters are longing for freedom, The artist
takes the viewers out of the compasition, with his cut-out
faces and depth of inner vision, through the rendition of
scratched and textured ground, to explore his anguish

Salehuddin’s techno-structural characters in mechanized
compesitions represent the environment of a time in a
materialistic world of machines, which creates a greater
paradox in the faces because of their humanized
temperarment But the artist also conveys the gap between
the technological era and human disposition, the conilict
between man and machine The clown of poverty and
hurman tragedy still remains a mystery in time, which is
revealed through the various faces where there 15 a
vacuum between matter and spirit, and it longs for a
utopia of oneness
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